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SAFCEI requested President Zuma to call a national “Codesa-style” 

conference to determine South Africa’s energy policy. 

We had no response so SAFCEI, with the support of many NGOs, 

considered calling a national conference. We then learned of the IDASA initiative and IRP2, 

and so I am here.  But we must say it appears that you are not hearing us. 

We sent the Department of Energy a letter on 24 May to which there has been no 

response.  I hope it has been tabled for you.  We are concerned that there is a lack of 

transparency and that those with interests in fossil fuel and nuclear energy

generation are in control. 

There is great apprehension among NGOs that this present process is requiring us to 

rubber-stamp a policy which IRP1 had already agreed on, namely the building of new coal 

stations and a fleet of nuclear power stations.  

We believe it essential that civil society is heard and given a chance to influence the policy 

you are drafting and does not just react to what you have already decided. 

We believe this is critical for our young democracy.

Why do we believe it so essential that we are involved?

Eco-Congregation Programme



Examples of DoE responses to issues 
raised by civil society 



DoE: TTT acting in ‘personal capacities’
NAME SECTOR INSTITUTION/ AFFILIATION

Neliswe Magubane Government DG Dept of Energy

Ompi Aphane Government Dept of Energy

Ria Govender Government Dept of Energy

Thabang Audat Government Dept of Energy

Kannan Lakmeerharan State Enterprise Eskom systems operations and 
planning

Callie Fabricious State Enterprise Eskom planning and market 
development

Mike Rousouw Business - coal Xstrata

Ian Langridge Business - coal Anglo American

Brian Day Business - coal/RE Exxaro

Piet van Staden Business - fossils SASOL

Kevin Morgan Business - smelters/ 
coal

BHP Billiton

Paul Vermeulen Local govt (Joburg) 
owned company

City Power

Doug Kuni Business SA Independent Power Producers 
Association

Roger Baxter Business Chamber of Mines

Professor Anton Eberhard Academic Graduate School of Business, UCT

Shaun Nel Business - project manager

Also of NERT (NSACE)

Gobodo systems (Eskom is listed as one of their 
clients)

A Multi-Criteria Decision-Making Framework 



No need for 
despair! 

God has given us 
all the energy 

we need from 
renewable 
sources.



Industrial demand forecast



Eskom application for tariff increase 
2009:

• “Considering that electricity generation 
utilises approximately 50% of the country’s 
coal production, the continued operation of 
Eskom is an integral aspect of ensuring 
sustainability of the coal mining and related 
industries. “Eskom 2009.

• We are being asked to subsidise the coal 
industry!

Allocating risk, balancing interests

Xstrata Given 100 Megawatts by S. African 
Utility for Smelter

By Carli Lourens - Oct 21, 2010 2:25 PM GMT

“In its court papers, Eskom acknowledges that in 2008 the country 
would probably not have been subjected to power cuts and load-
shedding had electricity not been delivered to the smelters.”

Jun 10 2010 07:37 Jan de Lange

Sake24.com

“Institutional Capture”
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Renewable energy is cheaper 

& has huge employment opportunities.
[

Small scale generation will provide 

low cost electricity to the rural poor & 

benefit the majority of South Africans

Renewable Energy 

creates

25% more jobs than 

coal  &

90% more jobs than 

nuclear

In 2008, 

US$120 bn 

was invested in 

renewable  

energy 

worldwide 

Of this, grid 

connected wind 

power  produced 

120 GW.

So why aren’t we putting 
serious investment in  
renewable energy?

Lack of political will 

due to vested interests

of fossil and nuclear energy 

-holding the world to ransom

Nuclear energy is part 

of the plan

Why? 

We strongly object to

the lack of consultation
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Your present IRP2 process is unacceptable –

This is not an energy or economic issue,  

It is a deeply moral issue dealing with  the future of life on this planet.

We have to have meaningful  ETHICAL consultation.  

We hear from IRP1 that you are committed to nuclear  and coal,                                                             
with at least R30bn already contracted for Kusile.  

Who gave you the right to land us with such debts, 

when wind companies are queuing up to invest? 


